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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATICN

1. About I0F of the families im Czechoslovakia owm a radio
capable of rgceiving several broadcasting statioms; of this
number sors 80% are capable of receivimg VOA and BBC
programs., Theres is a comstamt imcrease im the rumber of radios
capable of receivimg foreigm broadcasts. Radios comprise ome of
the f'ew comsumer goods which can be obtaimed relatively easily.
As the Czechs have mo confidence im the stability of  their
currercy, they try to comvert it imto available §oods of anmy kind.
Radios sre, therefors, one of the items frequemtly purchased even
if mot urgenmtl; nacdea. The Czechoslovak market 13 exclusively
supplied by sets of the Tesla make, which are domestically pro=
duced. All the radios are of a umiforn type and the price depends
on the mumber of tubes; it varies from three thousamd to nime
thousand Kecs. Each owmer of a receiving set is required to
register the set at the Post Office amd obtaim a comcessiom for
listeming. The charge iz 25 Kcs per moath and is collected
automatically by the postmam. Receiver repair parts are available,
but their quality is inferior. For imstamce, a maw tube would

last omly two or three momths.

2e Listening to foreign broadcasts had mot beea prohivbited 50X1

50X1 If, however, a person was kmowm to be followigé
oriegn broadcasts, this fact would have an influence om his

political reputation and would zaturally affect his career.
Good Communists ars mot expectsd to listem to Westerm broadcasts,
therefore, everyons who was knowa to listen was classified as a
reactionary elemert. Those who listemed, amd practically every-
one did, did so in the privacy of their own homes., Public places,
auch as restaurants aad workers' clubs, were forbiddem to tume in

Western statioms.
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3, Jamming of forelgn broadcasts was directed mainly ageinst RFE. The
VOA, BBC, Paris, Belgrade, and Rome broadcasts were not Jjammed with
guch intensity, and mahy times 1t was possible to hear entire prograns,

50X1 |  Jamming was general; it was not directed against.
only certaln parts ol the program. The quallty of reception was often
influenced by atmospherics and the geographical location of the
. reecelving set (as a rule, Prague and other large towns had poorer
reception, probably because of the proximity of Jjamming stations).
If atmospherice are favorable, parts of even the most Jammed RFE
broadcast can be heard.

. \wired radio installations were placed at all military
50X1° 'egtaplishments. Loudspeakers were located in all classrooms, bedrooms,
. offices, corridors, and canteens. Tuning was performed by political
section personnel at a tuning center., The listener had no cholce of
program. This wired radio installation was used for local broadcasts -
on various occasions, eg, addresses on memorable days and other
propagands speeches. The loudespeaker could be switched off.
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